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BY MARTIN HOWARD

| love birthday candles, especially the ones th
keep relighting! The birthday of the Church of Jes
Chri st is called oOPent
keeps being rekindled by Jesus all over his worls

Nothing and neone can put his flame out!

nd t h

Pentecost was 50 days after the weekend that saw JesSus
killed then raised to life. Originally it was a Jewish festival when some of the first parts
of crops and produce were offered to God in the hope and expectation that God would

bless and preserve the growth and igathering of the whole Harvest later in the year.

Pentecost reminds us that God loves to do a new work in his world. But to follow the
story, youdve got to get from the day of re
that time? | believe it was an unusual and special time in equal measure. Unusual be-

cause Jesus kept popping up in unlikely places, convincing his disciples that death had

not defeated him or his Mission; and speci a
turn into the heavens, he clearly told his disciples to wait and to pray together.

Jesus said they would be, oéclothed with po
records the very words of God, as he says:

oBe stil]l and know t hat I am God; | wi | | be
the earth. 6 (Psalm 46:10)

On the Day of Pentecost the disciplesd ti me
had paved the way for a wonderful and might"
ciples and the many nationalities gathered in Jerusalem that Pentecost morning heard
the disciples break out into new languages of praise which they used to thank God for

his wonderful works.

Pentecost The prayers of praise were lifted to God in every language necessary
for those in the crowd to understand. And after a powerful sermon, the

- s first 3000 new converts were added to the Church.
that God _ . -
These first converts were the first part of a huge crop of billions that

lovestodoa y3ye¢ subsequently begun to follow Je
new work in being exalted amongst the nationalities present that day, and God still

His world Is looking for people of all nations to know about his saving love.
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Surely 2000 years ago the incredible and powerful outbreak of prayer was both spontaneous
AND a result of time shared with God in quiet. There are no spiritual short cuts.

If we want to see God at work, we must seek him in quiet
prayer with other Christians. This time of preparation will
If we want to see make our oworkoé for God far

God at work, we

must seek him in  Maybe God is calling his Church in Ferndown to a season of
quiet prayer with  prayer and listening to God, so that we might know his pres-
other Christians. ence for real, and be ready for the future work of his Spirit.
If we will do this, God will surprise us, and enable us to see a
harvest of people won for HIS Kingdom.

THE LIGHTHOUSE CLUB

The Lighthouse Club Drop in Centre was successfully launched ¢
Saturday 12th May and will take place in the future on the 2nd Sat

urday of the month from 2pm until 4.30pm in the church hall.

17 volunteers were involved and 40 guests spent the afternoon with

us. Activities included board games and cards, bring & buy, and the opportunity to learn
a type of craft called Spirelli. Tea, coffee and cakes were also enjoyed by everyone.
Transport was available for the less mobile. Our visitors include some from Fairlawn

who were brought to us in their wheelchairs.

One lady remarked, at the end
of the afternoon, "There has
been a real buzz here today, |
can't wait for next month.
. § Can't we come every week?"

We all went home tired but
happy and confident that we
had made new friends

Y and reached out to express
1Godods | ove in t
community.
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The Lighthouse Club is open for anyone to join us who is looking for a friendly
atmosphere and someone to talk to.
For more information please contact Dianne Partridge on 01202 894522
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SPRING HARVEST 2007

BY SUE MORGAN —ﬁ%
SPRING
Each year, throughout the East(HARVEST

school holidays, about 60,000 Chris Equipping the Church for action
tians of all ages descend on Butlins at both Minehead and Skegness resorts for what is
often referred to as a OMountain Top Experie

Again this year a group ranging in age from seven to sevestynething, some on their

own and others with their families from St
Spring Harvest, staying in Butlins chalets or their own touring caravans; some half board

and others selfcatering.

The theme this year o00One Peopled ran throug
which began for some each day with a short
whil st the youngsters went to their wvarious
Pictured, when Steve Chalke talked on the ¢

the theme for the rest of the day.

This was followed by the opportunity for t
seminars, set at different levels so that there was something to appeal to everyone from

mature Christians to those still questioning and discovering faith for themselves.

The afternoon workshops covered a wide range of subjects in-
cluding New Songs, Drama, Writing, The Role of Dance, Parent-

ing, and Leadership Master Classes. For some, the afternoons
were simply a good time to relax
4 hearing, or to spend time together as a family. With all that was

% going on, it was important to remember it was also a holiday!

Throughout the week, there were plenty of opportunities for
people to worship and express themselves through their God

" given talents. Sue Hutchings produced an artistic interpretation
of the theme produced in the Big Top one evening.

This year we were particularly blessed with fabulous weather
and we really enjoyed the special times of fellowship we
shared and the sheer joy of being away with friends from St
Mar yods.

Butlins offers a fantastic range of facilities in a safe environment, including the great

funfair, the swimming pool with flumes and rapids, alfeather sports facilities, an ad-
venture playground, and of course the beach
area crammed full of the latest and best Christian books, CDs, DVDs, clothes and gifts

where we could browse at our leisure.
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The 0Big Encountero6 was undoubtedly the hig
bration Service in the Big Top, and this year included worship lead by singer/senger

Martin Layzel! (writer of OHow Great i s our
youngsters again enjoyed their very own celebrations. For those who still had the stam-

ina, the evening 0Big Debated6 gave us the o
the day.

Thi s was foll owed by t he 0Bi g Ni ght
OQut o, a packed schedule of entertain-
ment from Christian rock music, to a

classical tenor; from theatre drama, to

comedians, or a sharing session in

the pub!

The theme for 2008 is 00ne Hoped. The
booking lines open on 13thJune 2007

for Spring Harvest 2008. Sue and

Simon Morgan intend making one

group booking. Places always book up

within hours.

If you would like to find out more about Spring Harvest please visit
wWww. springharvest.org, talk to Sue or Si mo
861633, or email them at office@progressaccountancy.com

MY SPRING HARVESTBY REBEKAH TYLER

| would like to tell you about Springlarvest.

|l went to Spring Harvest wit
were lots of things to do for adults and children! There were
clubs, a swimming pool, rides, rollercoasters, sports courts

and more!

The swimming pool was my favourite bit with a rapid river and t
water slides were really good!!

For adults there were lots of things in the big top like meetings.
When my mum and dad went to the big top | went to my group
called X:site. We did puzzles, games, we had talks, songs, stori
from the Bible and sometimes went outside to play more games

I made lots of friends at Spring Harvest and | learned a lot morg
about Jesus and that it is good to be different.

| would love to go EVERY year!!!
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