
HARD TO READ ?  LARGE PRINT EDITIONS ARE AVAILABLE FROM THE 

PARISH OFFICE OR AT WWW.STMARYS-FERNDOWN.ORG.UK 
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Cute as he is, the bunny canôt save us 

 - but there is someone who can!  

But what about you? Youôre doing ok, all things considered, arenôt you? Or are you 
feeling deep down that there is something missing? Letôs face it, we have all done 
things that we are ashamed of, we all feel lonely, frustrated, and lost sometimes. Have 
you ever thought about your life and said to yourself, ñThere must be more than 
thiséò? If we are honest we would admit that we could all do with someone to save us 
from this ñmessò that we find ourselves in.  

Easter is a time for chocolate eggs and fluffy bunnies, newly hatched chicks and tasty 
hot cross buns ï these are all very enjoyable but none of them can save us. ñSave us 
from what?ò you are probably thinking. Turning on the TV, buying a newspaper or 
checking out the web may give you some idea ï gun crime amongst youths is in on 
the rise, violence and hatred continues in the Middle East, innocent children are starv-
ing in Darfur as a result of civil war ï surely we are living in a world that desperately 
needs saving!  

Easter is definitely about more than chocolate and bunnies ï itôs about Jesus, the Son 
of God who came to clear up the mess in each of our lives and to lead us back to a 
positive relationship with God. But if youôre going to clean up mess, youôve got to get 
your hands dirty. Jesus got his hands dirty; he got them nailed to a cross. It was on 
the cross that Jesus took on all our failings, all our bad thoughts, words and deeds ï 
all our mess so that we could be given a clean slate, a new beginning. But to do so 
Jesus had to give his life in the most humiliating and excruciatingly painful way ï not 
exactly a story to celebrate with chocolate eggs is it?  

Have you ever 

thought about 

your life and said 

to yourself, ñThere 

must be more 

than thiséò? 

ï or rather, the absolutely awe-inspiring, breath-taking, life-changing news that God 
loves you and has done everything necessary to save us from the mess we are in! All 
you have to do is accept Godôs Easter gift to you ï and the great news is you donôt 
have to wait until Easter to receive it!  

Happily, this is not the end of the story. After Jesus was buried 
some of his friends went to the tomb to mourn. What a surprise 
to find that the tombstone had been rolled away and what an 
even bigger surprise to find two angelic messengers saying that 
he was alive! Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who gave his life on 
the cross had not only conquered sin, he had also conquered 
death. This is what is rather tamely called ñThe Good Newsò  
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If you would like to find out more about Godôs Easter gift to you why not come along to 
one of our Easter Services or contact one of our clergy, Martin Howard or Dick Luther 
(numbers at the foot of this page and the back page of this magazine). 

                     MAKE A NOTE IN YOUR DIARY! 

1st April 2007 - Palm Sunday Service  

9.15am and 11am ï Palm Sunday Family Services 

 

6th April 2007 - Good Friday Services  

10am Family Service 

2pm ï3pm Easter Meditation 

 

8th April 2007 - Easter Sunday Services  

8.00am ï Easter Service of Holy Communion 

9.15am and 11am ï Easter Family Services 

 

6.30pm ï Easter Service of Evening Worship  

This will be an Easter Celebration and Baptism service, where those who wish to be 
baptised or renew their baptism vows will be given the opportunity to be baptised by 

full immersion. 

 

Thursday 17th May 2007 (Ascension Day)  

7.30pm - Confirmation Service  

with the Right Reverend David Stancliffe (Bishop of Salisbury) 

Preparation for confirmation is normally through attendance on the Alpha Course but 
there will be two subsequent preparatory sessions after Easter 

  

If you would like to be baptised or confirmed or would like more information please 
contact Rev. Martin Howard (01202) 876552 or Rev. Dick Luther (01202) 872084 



The Wimborne Deanery Synod of Thursday 16th November 2006 endorsed the proposed 

link between the Yambio Diocese in the Southern Sudan and the Wimborne Deanery. As a 

result we are delighted to announce the link between the Parish of Ferndown and the 

Deanery of Nambazia. 

The link has been set up as part of the Salisbury Diocese to the Province of Sudan rela-

tionship, which has existed for 34 years. The vision is to provide an opportunity for a link 

at a parish level, giving more depth to the whole relationship. Fundamental to the link is 

the offer to pray for one another.  

Bishop Peter of Yambio wrote, òéWe very much agree with you that prayers for each other 

should be the preliminary act as it has been over the 34 years of our link, but this time we 

are more aware of whom we are praying for. While this is our united idea, we are of the 

opinion that this could develop into sharing our ministry and missionéthis can be practi-

cally realised through exchange of visit between your deanery and our diocese. Your 

strength may be our weakness and vice versa. And when we unite we can build a strong 

body of Christ.ó 
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Deanery Profile  

Distance from Yambio ï 15 miles to 
the West  (based on Nzara town) 

Parishes ï 3 

Churches ï 1 

Chapels ï 16 

Pastors ï 8 

Readers ï 22 

Evangelists ï 31 

Mothersô Union ï 101 

Youth ï 189 

Sunday School ï 275 

Bicycles ï 3 

Rural Dean ï Rev. Yona 
Tarifa (pictured here) 

        Plans for the Deanery of Nambazia  

    To build a church out of concrete  

(the grass built churches are             
frequently damaged by ants).  

To organize workshops and seminars for 
youths and all other church workers  

To purchase uniforms for the Youth Choir 

To open a farm for the Deanery churches  

To build an office for the Rural Dean  

Please pray for our brothers and sis-

ters in the Sudan and particularly for 

Rev. Yona Tarifa and those in the 

Deanery of Nambazia as we seek to 

work and grow in faith together in 

Christian unity  



Sudan is about the size of Europe.  

It is the largest country in Africa 

and one of the poorest of the 

world's nations. It has a population 

about three times that of Greater 

London and for the last 40 years 

has been riven by civil war as the 

Moslem government in the North 

has sought to Islamise the Chris-

tian south of the country.  

A  S N A P S H O T  O F  T H E  S U D A N 
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The Sudan is divided into 
24 dioceses covering an 
area of nearly 1 million 
square miles, 10 times the 
size of the UK.  It has in 
excess of 3 million Episco-
pal Christians served by 
approximately 1,000 Pas-
tors and 24 Bishops.  

The seat of the Archbishop 

is in Juba in southern Su-

dan, where the administra-

tive offices of the Diocese 

are based.  There is a co-

ordinating office in Kam-

pala to assist the dioceses 

that can not be served from 

Juba.  

NEWS FLASH  ï Steve and Tasha Wilkinson attend 
Youth Workers Conference in Juba (Sudan). Check out 
www.stmarys-ferndown.org.uk for news on their trip! 

For over 30 years, the 

Diocese of Salisbury 
has had strong partner-

ship links with the Su-
dan.  Regular ex-

changes take place to 

the mutual support of 
both parties. 

http://www.stmarys-ferndown.org.uk/



