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Polifics, Peace and Prisons

This month we remember three important areas of life where we focus on the idea of
freedom:

November 5" — The prevention of a plot to blow up parliament, threatening
political freedom and our democratic way of life.

November 11" — The victory which ended war and procured freedom and peace
in Europe.

November 19" — Prison Sunday when we remember those who are imprisoned
in order to free others from the threat to their person or property.

With all the seeming progress in our 21% century we are still deeply concerned about
how to preserve our personal freedom. We question the limits of government control
with increasing legislation to try to prevent terrorism and crime — laws with regard to
detention, penal reform, stop and search and the proposed introduction of ID cards etc.
Are we becoming a “nanny” state?! In the wider world context intervention or non-
intervention in countries like Afghanistan, Iraq, Iran, Lebanon/Israel, North Korea,
Zimbabwe, Sudan... to name but a few. We all have a point of view on how to balance
true freedom and the limitations of freedom where there is a risk to our way of life or to
life itself. We may express frustration or even anger at the way those in authority make
decisions on issues affecting our everyday lives. It is right to speak up and speak out
for principles of freedom but we must also recognise that the perfect solution is never
possible.

Freedom comes from a life set free of prejudice and pride, selfishness and self-
centredness. Every time | demand my rights | need to question my motives. True
freedom — freedom from the excessive demands of what “I” want comes through being
crucified with Christ, where the “I” is crossed out (1) and we are set free to be who God
intended us to be. Then we no longer keep fighting for our rights but for what is right.
We need to be right with God and right with one another, let righteousness be
established, justice be achieved and peace prevail. The Bible always links peace with
righteousness, “righteousness and peace have kissed each other”. Righteousness
(right relationships) is the root and peace is the fruit.

Jesus said, “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you”. It is a
revolution of love may we be committed to building bridges of friendship in our world so
that love overcomes hate, trust overcomes suspicion and hope replaces despair and
we will live in freedom and peace with all people.

Yours in the love and peace of Christ
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Don't forget that there will be a fireworks party on Saturday 4™ November, starting at
6pm. There will be fireworks, fun and fellowship for all the family.

After the fireworks you will be further entertained by
our very own local band of rock ‘n’ roll vicars, “Dogs without collars”.

So don’t delay — pick up your tickets from the parish office now!
(Tickets - Adults £2 and Children £1)
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There will be a wide variety of foods, crafts and Christmas cards
to choose from as well as a book stall. The St Mary’s Craft group will also be there
with a selection of hand-made crafts, perfect for Christmas presents!
After all that shopping you will be in need of refreshment so INSPIRE! will be holding a
cake stall in aid of HYPED and The Shoebox Appeal.
Please do come along and help Fairtrade and other charities whilst doing you
Christmas shopping. We look forward to seeing you there!

Please remember all our Alpha course members inyou r prayers as they
come to know Christ and deepen their understanding of the Holy Spirit.
Please also pray for all those involve with leading and preparations.
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FAITHWORKS FERNDOWN

You are warmly invited to an Open meeting of Faithw  orks Ferndown
On Friday 3 " November at Turbury Church from 7pm — 9pm.

This meeting will focus on the Tricketts Cross/Heatherlands Estate
and will consider other needs in Ferndown.
Please bring your concerns, ideas and comments.

Please contact Susan Sutherland on 07866 692528 if  you are able to attend

N.B. We are still seeking volunteers to help with the Bus Stop Club at Turbury Church
on Wednesday afternoons during the school term. If you have a heart for helping
others and can chat to young mums and their children, you will be very welcome.

Training and Equipping Evening — Sunday 5 ™ November, 7pm
Our November training and equipping evening will introduce the topic
of pastoral care for those in need in our parish.

Please come to the parish hall for 7pm — all are welcome!
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There will be an evening of live entertainment with the “CHARITY FOLK” folk
band in aid of “Serenity” and “Special Needs Childr en in Dorset”.

Ploughman’s suppers, crisps and home-made cakes may be purchased on the night
for £3.50, which also includes tea, coffee or squash.

Tickets are £5 and are available from Bob Tedder or the Parish office.

Prisons Week 19 ™ — 25" November
“They opened the door”

On Sunday 19" in the Evening Service, Margaret Harris, our Prison Fellowship
Representative, will be sharing about this work and about “The Angel Tree Appeal”
which is for Christmas gifts for the children of prisoners in Dorset.

If you would like to contribute to this cause there will be a plate at the back of church at
that service or you may put it in an envelope marked accordingly and put it in the
offertory box or hand in to the parish office.

Ferndown Churches Prayer Meeting — Wednesday 22 " November, 7.45pm
All members of Ferndown churches are invited to a prayer meeting at the Ferndown
United Church as we prepare for our Christmas Outreach activities.
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WOMEN'’S DAY CONFERENCE - “RADIANT” with Hils Grew
Saturday 4 ™ November 10am until 4pm

Radiant, beautiful, unique, significant are words that define the heart of this day for
women. Come join us, invite a friend and book in for this special day when we as
women can come before our God and receive all He has for us.

Cost £12 (including lunch) - £9 for Unemployed, students and OAPs.
Booking forms are at the back of the church.

THE BOURNEMOUTH WILLIAM TEMPLE ASSOCIATION

The Bournemouth William Temple meets at the Marsham Court Hotel, Russell-Cotes
Road. Dinner for members (optional) is served at 7.00pm and this is followed at 8.10
by a lecture and question time.

Monday 6" November — A Journey into Islam and Sihkism
The Revd lan Johnson, Rector of Southampton City Centre

Monday 4" December — An Update on the Da Vinci Code
Professor Michael Wheeler, Lay Canon of Salisbury Cathedral

For further details please contact Secretary, Mrs Dena Coombs on 554640

FRIENDS FIRST

Are you looking for a special companion to fill that hole in your life? Perhaps you've
never been married before and it’s your heart’s desire, or you're separated, widowed or
divorced. The Christian friendship organisation Friends First is a discreet,
professionally run, confidential, and very friendly service — with dedicated staff to assist
members make new friends. If you're interested in joining this national and well
regarded organisation, contact Katharine Gray on 0121 427 1286. You can also write
to her at PO Box 8377, Birmingham, B17 9TE or look at their website at
www.friendsist.co.uk. Leaflets are also at the back of the church.

POOLE MALE VOICE PRAISE

We are a registered choir to the “Festivals of Male Voice praise”, which is international
and interdenominational, and we formed in September 2005. We are now looking for
Christian men who have a personal faith in the Lord Jesus and would enjoy singing
with other men. There is no audition as such but if required we do teach you how to
sing and read music. The choir meets on Friday evenings from 7pm until 9pm at
Rossmore Gospel Church and we can assure you of a warm and friendly greeting. If
you would like further information please contact David Gilliver on 01202 745784.
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Fiona Castle presents a Seminar for Women
“Reaching a 21 *' Century World: Relationship building for evangelis m”

Saturday 11™ November, 2.15pm — 5pm at Christchurch Baptist Church

Fiona Castle presents an afternoon of down-to-earth tips for women on how to build
meaningful relationships with those around us. With Mandy Catto, she examines how
Jesus reached out to people in their normal, everyday surroundings — and
demonstrates how these same principles apply to evangelism today in our
communities, work places and in our leisure activities.

Tickets are £5 and booking forms are at the back of the church.

The 100 Minute Bible

The 100 Minute Bible is designed for people who may not know much about the
Christian faith but want to know why the Bible is so popular with two billion Christians
around the world. It's for people who want an easy access to the central Christian
story. It is also useful for Christians who want to revisit the big picture as it presents the
whole sweep of God’s loving purposes for his world and all its people. The 100
minutes Bible is available in four versions:

Standard Edition £3 Audio Edition on 2 CDs £10
Large Print Edition £6 Giant Print Edition £10

If you would be interested in purchasing a copy please contact the parish office as we
may be able to arrange a large order discount.

‘RIGHT TO JUSTICFE”

There is still time to put your signature to “The Right to Justice” petition — ensure that
our brothers and sisters in Christ, throughout the world, receive just and equal
treatment with non-Christian majorities.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

Once again we shall be supporting the Samaritan’s Purse “Operation Christmas Child”
project, meeting the critical needs of victims of war, poverty, famine, disease and
natural disaster while sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ. Leaflets are available in
the pews, at the back of the church and in the parish office with full instructions on how
to pack your shoebox. Completed shoeboxes need to be returned by Sunday 19"
November. If you have any queries please contact Mandy Clark via the parish office.

Please note that Dick and Gaynor will be away on ho liday from
Saturday 11 " to Saturday 18 ™ November.
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STOP PRESS! The Spirit of Ferndown Parish Magazine ﬁ

We are currently working on the December edition of our quarterly parish magazine
and we would value your contributions. Please send any articles on parish events,
Christian book reviews, prayers, reflections, stories or any other items that you feel
would interest both church and non-church members to the parish office by SUNDAY
19" NOVEMBER. If you have any queries please contact Tracey on 897087.

COMING IN THE NEXT ISSUE OF “THE SPIRIT OF FERNDOWN?"

News from Amber in Mozambique...Details of Christmas services & events...
Reviews of events held in the Autumn months...Children’s Christmas activity page ...
and much much more!



