Parisin
Nevwslettarr

"Rl Males pessible™

St Marydéds church, Church R
Tel. (01202) 897087
e-mail: office@stmarysferndown.freeserve.co.uk

website: http://stmarys-ferndown.org.uk



mailto:office@stmarysferndown.freeserve.co.uk
http://stmarys-ferndown.org.uk/

heXsIeepinalGrantisavyaking:)

A few nights ago | was watching the BBC r
in the debate over same-sex couples, and the recent legislation allowing them equal
access to goods and services without any exception.

The most prominent and well-rounded critic of the Government on this issue is
Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O6 Connor . He has highlighted
adoption agencies to allow children to be adopted by same-sex couples is in itself
discrimination. He is right! But will our Government listen? This issue is not about
homophobia, and we do need to offer love and compassion to any people who are
genuinely struggling to be faithful to God, BUT we must point out that Christians should
not be forced into doing anything that 1is

Il n Nick Robinsond6bsiBBLI eepiomdg , Ghantsahas Db
Christians are waking up to the fact that we are in a desperate state. Yes, we still have
freedom to worship and to witness, and we praise God for that. But we are slowly

finding that the rights we had to object to certain lifestyle choices are being eroded.

So should we give up? Is all lost? Are we defeated? NEVER! If God is for us, who can
be against us? (Rom 8:31)

Church History teaches us that it is often in toughest contexts for mission, that his

people cry out to him in prayer, and see HIS mighty hand save and rescue them. And

here is the challenge. The Wor k of Godds Ki ngdoAioo i s a
often we are asleep, or sleepy. But God wants to waken us up, so that through prayer

we can see mighty things happen in our community and our Country.

About 10 days ago we had a half night of
We are spiritually desperate to see God work. Why? Because we constantly face a
shortage of passionate and faithful leaders in this area of our mission, and seem to
have had many leaders and helpers afflicted with physical iliness in recent months.

But | thank God that through our time of prayer we sensed God leading us in a number

of ways. We repented of anything that was
name. We sensed God prompting us to call for commitment to this work, and boldness

in reaching our community. We had pictures in our minds of structures with coverings

that did not yet have anything to fill them i possibly representing a side-lining of the
importance of our children in our Church life (even if done unintentionally). Again we
repented and asked God to work.

Finally, would you please join me in praying for the PCC as we seek the right way

forward in developing leadership, and possibly appointing someone to oversee this

part of our ministry. We desperately want to the next generation of children raised to

know the love of God in Christ Jesus, and enabled to worship and serve him all their
days. So we pray, ALord, Wake wus up and T
Commi t ment, and a real |l ove for the Chil d

Martin Howard



** IMPORTANT NOTICE ***

PREPARATION OF NEW ELECTORAL ROLL

Notice is hereby given that under the Church Representation Rules a new Church
Electoral Roll is being prepared. All persons who wish to have their names entered on
the new Roll, whether their names are entered in the present Roll or not, are requested
to apply for enrolment not later than

Sunday 4" March 2007

The new Roll will come into operation on Wednesday 7" March 2007.

Forms of application for enrolment can be obtainedfrom t he back of §
the Parish Office and from your Church Electoral Roll Officer, Mrs Ann Jones.

In order to be entitled to attend the annual parochial church meeting and to take part in
its proceedings, forms of application for enrolment must be returned by Sunday 4"
March 2007.

Under the Church Representation Rules any persons are entitled to have their names
entered on the roll if they:

)) are baptized and aged 16 or over
i) have signed a form of application for enrolment

and either

i)  are members of the church of England or of any Church in communion with
the Church of England being resident in the parish or (not being resident n the
parish) having habitually attended public worship in the parish during the six
months prior to the application for enrolment;

or

Iv)  are members in good standing of a Church (not in communion with the
Church of England) which subscribes to the doctrines of the Holy Trinity
declaring themselves to be also members of the Church of England and
having habitually attended public worship in the parish during the six months
prior to enrolment.

If you have any queries please contact the parish office on (01202) 897087




A note for vyour ﬁaryé

FERNDOWN PARISH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Wednesday ZFiMarch 2007
7.30pminSt Maryos Chur cl

Please would all church group leaders submit their reports to the parish offi
soon as possible and not later tisamday 4" March.
Your co-operation is very much appreciated.

FAIRTRADE SHOP

Saturday 3 February, 10amuntinon i n St Maryods F

Come along and see our extensive range of Fairtrade products ranging
NIV from foods to crafts then relax after your shopping with a cup of Fairtrade
tea or coffee. We look forward to seeing you there!

Parish Celebration & Thursday 8™ February
7.00pm in the Parish Hall

Join us to celebrate our fello S

begin to look ahead to the season of Lent and Easter. We shall

enjoy fellowship and a Abring 20

by worshipinthechur ch and the screenint / a
Are you interested in an unusual

Make a tangible difference to the lives of mothers around the world. By choosing a

speci al gift for your Mum or i n mmatheriny o

tough circumstances. Seethe Ma k e a Mo t datalogdes at heback of the
church. Choose a gift and fill in the form and return it to the address given. You will
receive a beautiful designed card with details of your chosen gift. Please help the
Mot her 6s Union to help others. Note tha
Thank you.

Steve and Tasha Wilkinson i Sudan Trip

Steve and Tasha Wilkinson will be travelling to the Sudan in early February with others
from our Diocese to help train youth leaders. The costs are subsidised, however, Steve
& Tasha would appreciate any financial help we could give towards this trip, and also
support them in prayer. Prayer letters are available in Church and from http://stmarys-
ferndown.org.uk To give any gifts, please make cheques payable to PCC Ferndown
and place them in a marked envelope or give your donation to Joan Paling.

Please remember Steve, Tasha, Isaac and Bethany in your prayers.
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WALK THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT

Part 1 - Friday 9% March 7.30pmad 10pm
Part 2 - Saturday 10" March  9.00amd 1.00pm

£12 per person (including a full colour manual)

After the positive feedback we received
Old Testamento seminar | ast Summer we a
of our Biblical journey. Further to constructive feedback from those who attended last
year, this seminar will be split into two separate sessions to ensure that you get the
most from the oWalk Thrud experience.

Wal k Thru Bible Ministries welcomes you

Story Ever Toldo6. See the | ife and worKk
unique vantage point. Walk with usinthefoot st eps of Jesusér el
and phenomenal growth of the early chur

ends of the earth. Travel with us from the Jordan valley to the gates of Rome d and
beyond! By the end of your Walk Thru the New Testament you will be able to:

o Understand why there are four Gospels rather than just one.

o Arrange the major events in the life of Christ and the Acts of the Apostles into
chronological order.

o Remember the basic geography of the
journeys.

o0 Relate to the New Testament and the God who inspired it as never before.

Join us in the oWalk Thru the New Test
years of (busy!) silence. He offers a message of love, hope and forgiveness to a world
divide d and obsessed by issues that still concern us all.

How will the world respond? How will you?

Information leaflets and booking forms are available from
the back of the church or from the parish office.
If you have any queries please contact Tracey on (01202) 897087

Volunteers are needed at both sessions to help set up, clear away and serve
refreshments. If you are able to help please contact Tracey on 897087.







